Spring 2022
Message from the Dean

The last eighteen months have been all about working together to provide better education and
opportunities for our business students. By working together, SOBA faculty and staff elevated their efforts to
reach the next level of excellence. Along with USC Aiken, SOBA continued to attract bright and diverse
students, faculty, and staff members. SOBA enrollment continued to grow semester after semester. This is
particularly true for our MBA program which attracts students nationwide. Despite the national trends of
declining enrollments, a growing number of students are obtaining their business degrees from USC Aiken
and proudly marching toward future successes.
In the School of Business Administration, we continue to achieve great things with the support of our
alumni, business partners, and friends. SOBA faculty have worked tirelessly to ensure that our graduates
are fully equipped and prepared to face a challenging business world. During the past eighteen months,
SOBA faculty and staff celebrated many firsts.
·

In May 2022, together with the USC Aiken Student Life Office and the Aiken Scholars
Academy, SOBA faculty and staff organized a humanitarian aid effort in support of Ukrainian
refugees. The Aiken Walks for Ukrainian Refugees event raised the funds to benefit the
International Rescue Committee and their support of the refugee crisis.
· In March 2022, SOBA successfully launched the Pacer Center for Excellence in Business
Research and Entrepreneurship (Pacer Center). The Pacer Center will provide opportunities
for students to engage in business research while supporting the local entrepreneurs and the
economy.
· In October 2021, SOBA organized the Inaugural Women in Business Luncheon. We proudly
featured USC Aiken alumni who continue to support and cheer their Alma-Mater and the
School of Business Administration.
· In September 2021, we launched the Inaugural SOBA Newsletter to better communicate with
our friends, alumni, community, industry, supporters, and anyone else who might be
interested in learning about our school and the university.
These are just a few examples of SOBA working within our USC Aiken and Aiken community to reach new
milestones. The initiatives we have started in the Aiken community continue to thrive, advancing the school
and university alike. We will forever be in debt to our SOBA Business Advisory Council, the Executive-inResidence, USC Aiken colleagues, administration, and our alumni and friends for their support.

As my time in the current role is coming to a close, I cannot help but reflect on all of you as an important
part of my deanship journey. It was my honor and privilege to serve as the Dean of the School of Business
Administration for the past eighteen months. As I am passing on a strong business school to our new
leader, Dr. Nancy Albers, I am eager to continue my work for SOBA and USC Aiken as the Executive
Director of the Pacer Center. All our tremendous progress in the last 18 months has helped build a solid
foundation that Dr. Albers can add as she starts us on the next SOBA journey.
As I continue to serve the SOBA and USC Aiken mission, I will remain available for collaboration with all of
you. Thank you for your support, encouragement, and dedication to the USC Aiken School of Business
Administration. I am confident that this very special university and its business school are well-positioned to
embark on exciting goals and even bigger accomplishments. Thank you for these amazing eighteen months
of togetherness.

SOBA Spring 2022 Graduates
The School of Business Administration is pleased to announce that a total of 127 students received their
business degrees at the close of the Spring 2022 semester.
Our MBA program makes up our largest population of graduates with a total of 75 graduates. In addition,
SOBA graduated a total of 52 undergraduate students. All 127 SOBA graduates have the opportunity to
enter the workplace in their field of study or advance their career.
SOBA would like to congratulate all of graduates and wish them success on their future endeavors. We look
forward to hearing from you as our alumni.

SOBA Student Achievements
Spring 2022 SOBA Outstanding Student Awards
The School of Business Administration would like to congratulate our students who received the
Outstanding Student Awards for the 2021-2022 academic year. These awards are given to business
students who have excelled academically. A recipient from each discipline is selected by faculty
members and is recommended to the SOBA Dean and USC Aiken Provost for their respective awards.
We are extremely proud of the accomplishments of all our students and would like to give special
recognition to the students listed below.

Internships
SOBA is pleased to announce that Kevin Collins was offered an
accounting internship opportunity at Nova Molecular Technologies.
Since 1991, Nova Molecular has brought multiple solutions to the
marketplace for many Fortune 500 companies by creating sustainable
supply chain solutions. Kevin will be interning at Nova's manufacturing
operations located in Sumter, SC. For more information about Nova
Molecular Technologies, please visit https://novamolecular.com .

Summer 2022 Enrollment

Currently, 661 students are enrolled for the SOBA 2022 summer semester. We are pleased to have a total of
382 MBA students and a total of 279 undergraduate students.
Registration for summer is currently still open for Summer I session (May 31st) and Summer II (July 5th).
All summer business classes are offered online which provides greater flexibility for our students to complete
their remaining degree requirements while preparing for summer activities.

School of Business Student Organizations
Student Advisory Board (SAB)
The Student Advisory Board is the acting liaison between the student body and the business faculty.
Members of the SAB board are elected by the SOBA faculty. During the Spring 2022 semester, SAB
members were engaged in various activities to include:
·
·
·
·
·
·

Worked with business faculty and staff in preparation for the 4th Annual Business
Leadership Symposium.
SAB members assisted with the ribbon cutting ceremony and the opening of the Pacer
Center for Excellence in Business Research and Entrepreneurship.
The SAB was featured in an "On Boarding Day" video.
SAB members selected the recipient of the SOBA William H. Marsh Teacher of the Year
award.
SAB members had the opportunities for professional development.
Assisted in developing a positive image of SOBA and promoting good relations between
the faculty, administration, business community, and students.

The members of SAB plan to offer presentations and workshops to the business students to help
prepare them for their future careers. In the past, SAB offered a business etiquette workshop, a
personal finance seminar, and mock interview sessions. Be on the look-out for new upcoming SAB
events!

SAB Students and Instructor John Engel interact for On
Boarding Day video

SAB students take a photo with the Mr. Jessie Knight,
Executive in Residence for 2022 Aiken Business
Leadership Symposium (ABLS).

SAB students engage in conversation with 2022 ABLS

SAB students assist with ribbon cutting for the Pacer

Keynote Speaker, Vice Admiral Charles Munns

Center along with members of ENACTUS.

Pacer Accounting Club (PAC)
During the Spring 2022 semester, the Pacer Accounting Club students engaged in the following
activities:
· January 27, 2022: Chris Jenkins, South Carolina Association of CPAs (SCACPA) spoke
with the club about the career opportunities available to CPAs and the benefits of free
student membership in SCACPA.
· February 24, 2022: All PAC officers volunteered for ABLS (pictured below). From left to

right, Anna Shealy (VP Marketing), Kyle Horton (Vice President), Brandon Rivera
(President), John Bullard (Treasurer)
·

March 1, 2022: USCA alum Misty Allen, Procurement Manager at Bridgestone
Americas, Inc. spoke with the club about her career in the accounting industry

PAC students assist at ABLS

Enactus
During the Spring 2022 semester, SOBA Enactus students worked on preparing a business plan for
Ms. Cindy Rudisill, the owner of Cyndi's Sweet Shoppe. During the Pacer Center ribbon-cutting
ceremony, Enactus students delivered their report for Cyndi's Sweet Shoppe.
In addition to this project, the members of Enactus concluded the Spring semester by providing
marketing and website assistance for local artist Elaine Yarosh.
New members of Enactus include Mackenzie Taylor and Andrew Holmes. The students are already
discussing projects for Fall 2022.

Enactus Students with Cindy Rudisill (owner of Cyndi's Sweet Shoppe) along with Chancellor Heimmermann, Interim
Dean Porča, and Instructor Brent Hoover at the Pacer Center ribbon-cutting ceremony.

Beta Gamma Sigma (BGS)
Beta Gamma Sigma is an academic honor society for the top business school students. Student inductees
must be in the top ten percent of the junior or senior class for undergraduate students and the top 20% for
graduate students at an AACSB accredited school.

Beta Gamma Sigma’s purpose is to encourage and honor academic achievement in the study of business,
and to advance personal and professional excellence in the business world. ΒGS induction represents
lifetime membership and honors.
During the Spring 2022 SOBA Awards Ceremony, School of Business Administration inducted 43 new
students into BGS. The picture below features Dr. Julie Steen, Assistant Professor of Marketing and SOBA
faculty advisor for BGS, with some of our students during the induction ceremony.

SOBA Faculty Achievements
In order to recognize our business faculty's contributions to teaching, scholarship, and service, SOBA
faculty awards are granted every Spring semester. During that time, the achievements from the
previous academic year (Spring, Summer, and Fall semesters) are recognized. The School of
Business Administration is pleased to acknowledge the following recipients of the four SOBA awards.

Business Faculty Awards
William H. Marsh Teaching Award
In order to qualify for the William H. Marsh Teaching Award, the faculty member must have one of the
top three Student Evaluation of Teaching averages for the previous Spring and Fall semesters
combined. The members of the School of Business Administration Student Advisory Board select the
recipient of this award. The 2022 William H. Marsh Teaching Award recipient is Dr. Marouen BenJebara.

Southern Bank and Trust Faculty Scholarship Award

The qualifications for the Southern Bank and Trust Faculty Scholarship Award include SOBA faculty
members peer review of publications of nominees' journal articles, proceedings, case studies, and
other publications that appear in print. The recipient of the 2022 Southern Bank and Trust Faculty
Scholarship Award is Dr. Ravi Narayanaswamy.

Patsy Granger Lewellyn Outstanding Service Award
The recipient of the Patsy Granger Lewellyn Outstanding Service Award is selected by the SOBA
Dean. This award is given to a faculty member who, in addition to the university and/or professional
services, has significantly contributed to the operations of the School of Business Administration by
assuming additional services and assignments. This year's recipient is Dr. Julie Steen.

Mick and Jackie Fekula MBA Online Teaching Excellence Award
In order to recognize excellence in online teaching, the Mick and Jackie Fekula MBA Online Teaching
Excellence award is presented to a USC Aiken School of Business Administration full-time faculty
member who has the highest Student Evaluation of Teaching in online MBA courses. The recipient of
the Mick and Jackie Fekula MBA Online Teaching Excellence Award for 2022 is Dr. Paul Goodchild.

Faculty Publications and Recognitions
In accordance with the AACSB scholarship standards, faculty members of the School of Business
Administration are expected to engage in the creation and dissemination of high-quality, impactful
knowledge. We proudly present to you the intellectual contributions of the following business faculty in
the past semester.

Dr. Marouen Ben-Jebara
· SOBA would like to congratulate Dr. Marouen Ben-Jebara and his co-author on receiving

a nomination for best paper in the Journal of Operations Management for the publication
"Product Personalization and Firm Performance: An Empirical Analysis of the
Pharmaceutical Industry". The awards ceremony was held on Friday, April 1, 2022. Dr.
Ben-Jebara and his co-author received an honorable mention.

Dr. Ravi Narayanaswamy
· Narayanaswamy, Ravi, and Raja, M. (2022) “Exploring the role of emotional intelligence

in online learning”. Annual Meeting of the Northeast Decision Sciences Institute, New
Jersey, April 7 – 9, 2022.
· Narayanaswamy, Ravi, and Raja, M. (2022) “Technology Readiness: Does it matter in

online learning environments? Annual Meeting of the Northeast Decision Sciences
Institute, New Jersey, April 7 – 9, 2022.
· Narayanaswamy, Ravi, and Heiens, Richard A. (2022) "An Exploratory Investigation of

the Effectiveness of Digital Marketing Channels for Utilitarian Versus Hedonic
Products". Annual Meeting of the Southeast Decision Sciences Institute, Jacksonville,
February 16-18, 2022

Dr. Julie Steen, Dr. Sanela Porca, & Dr. Paul Goodchild
· "The Strategic Plan for Johnston, SC”. Conducted for the Town of Johnston, SC and

Johnston Development Corporation. South Carolina, May 2022.

SOBA Spring 2022 Events
SOBA's 4th Annual Aiken Leadership Business Symposium
On February 24, 2022, the USC Aiken School of Business Administration held the fourth annual Aiken
Business Leadership Symposium (ABLS). This year’s symposium topic was Cyber Security and US. Given
current events in the world, the topic of cyber security was a very timely subject. The SOBA ABLS
Symposium included presentations by policy makers, experts from the commercial sector, and the Federal
Cyber Security agencies from across the country.
The year's symposium was a combined "live" and "virtual" event. The live event took place in the Business
and Education Building. The event featured remarks by the the honorable Governor of South Carolina, Henry
McMaster, the university’s Chancellor, Dr. Daniel Heimmermann, and the SOBA’s Interim Dean, Dr. Sanela
Porča.
The Keynote Speaker for the fourth ABLS was Vice Admiral Charles Munns, the past President and Chief
Executive Officer of the Savannah River Nuclear Solutions. Vice Admiral Munns was followed by the featured
speaker, Mr. Jessie Knight. Both speakers possess extensive experience in dealing with local and national
security matters.
The virtual event included presentations by Congressman Joe Wilson of South Carolina's Second
Congressional District, and Congressman William Timmons, from South Carolina's Fourth Congressional
District. Congressman Wilson discussed the role of the Federal Government in securing U.S. Cyber Security,
and Congressman Timmons provided a detailed account of U.S. Cyber Security & Legislation.
On the commercial front, we hosted Ed Skoudis, a recognized technology leader and president of SysAdmin,
Audit, Network, and Security (SANS) Technology Institute and CEO & Founder of Counter Hack. SANS is the
world's largest cybersecurity research and training organization. We also welcomed home a SOBA alum, Ms.
Sole Angel, a Senior Global Sales Operations Manager at HackerOne, a leading European Cyber Security
firm.
It was our honor to have Mr. David May, the Senior Cyber Intelligence Advisor to the Commanding General of
the U.S. Army Cyber Center of Excellence at Fort Gordon, Georgia, as one of our virtual presenters. Mr. May
discussed steps to protect against cyberattacks and, more importantly, how we can support and protect our
institutions and business against cyber threats.
The U.S. Army Cyber Center of Excellence at Fort Gordon, Georgia, provided current video insights into the
roles, responsibilities, and training of the U.S. Army Cyber Command. The Cyber Command is an operational
field organization of the U. S. Army charged with the actual Cyber Defense of the Army and the nation. The
4th Annual USCA ABLS was not only motivational and inspirational but also a huge success based on the
work and efforts of many business faculty and staff. You can view the ABLS program here and watch the
afternoon sessions by clicking here.

Interim Dean Porča gives opening
remarks for the 2022 ABLS.

Dr. Terry Whittington, ABLS Program

VADM Charles Munns delivers keynote

Chair

address.

ABLS attendees listen intensely to
message delivered during a live
session.

Mr. Jessie Knight, Featured Executive in
Residence.

SOBA students engage in a conversation with
VADM Munns after his keynote address.

Pacer Center Ribbon Cutting
The School of Business Administration hosted a ceremonial ribbon-cutting for its new Pacer Center for
Excellence in Business Research and Entrepreneurship (Pacer Center) on Friday, March 18, 2022, on the
university campus. The Pacer Center will utilize SOBA's expertise in the field of economics, finance,

accounting, marketing, management, and data analytics to enhance the local, regional, and national
economy while engaging students in business research and education.
The mission of the Pacer Center will be to engage, educate, and positively impact idea development across
various business and non-business disciplines, sharing expertise and knowledge with the community. USC
Aiken students will have a unique opportunity to engage in cutting-edge research, consulting, and service. Dr.
Sanela Porča, interim dean of SOBA, has been named the center’s executive director.
The guest speakers during the ribbon-cutting ceremony included Tom Young, senator, Aiken District 24; Rick
Osbon, mayor, City of Aiken; David Jameson, president and CEO, Aiken Chamber of Commerce; Dr. Daniel
Heimmermann, chancellor, USC Aiken; Dr. Daren Timmons, provost, USC Aiken; and Dan Zaloudek,
executive in residence, SOBA.
The School of Business Administration faculty and staff dedicated the Pacer Center to Chancellor
Heimmermann, who supported the vision for the center and the positive impact it would have on the
university, the CSRA, and the state of South Carolina. The center’s current home is in the Business and
Education building, room 112, located on the university’s campus.
The future plans include relocating the Pacer Center to the business district in downtown Aiken. To obtain
more information about the Pacer Center, please contact us at Pacer.Center@usca.edu, 803-641-3232, or
visit usca.edu/soba/pacer-center.

Aiken Walks for Ukrainian Refugees
The School of Business Administration partnered with other members of USC Aiken campus
community and Aiken Scholars Academy to raise awareness of the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine.
Aiken Walks for Ukrainian Refugees was held on May 14, 2022, and it was well supported by the Aiken
community.

Alumni News
If you haven't heard yet...
SOBA would like to congratulate Edward Singleton on being named Nexa
Mortgage's Broker of the Month! Mr. Singleton is a licensed mortgage officer
who proudly assists realtors, home buyers, and current homeowners with
mortgage financing options. Mr. Singleton is a 2003 SOBA graduate with a
concentration in management.
Since graduating from USC Aiken, Mr. Singleton has enjoyed a successful
career as an entrepreneur with a background in Management, Finance,

Edward Singleton
2003

Marketing, and Sales. He has over 15 years of experience and uses his
knowledge and skills to help local businesses, professionals, and individuals
succeed in a world of ever-changing obstacles.

SOBA would like to congratulate Marissa Collins for starting a new position
with UofSC Columbia's School of Law as the new Assistant Director of
Development. Ms. Collins will be a solid asset to this position as she brings a
wealth of knowledge and professional experience to this role. Prior to
beginning her new position, Ms. Collins was the Interim Director of Alumni
Relations for USC Aiken's University Advancement Office. Ms. Collins is
currently working towards completing a master's program in Higher
Education (expected graduation December 2022).
Marissa Collins
2015

Ashley Newman, a 2017 SOBA management graduate who has recently earned her MBA degree. In addition
to receiving her MBA, Ms. Newman also received a certificate in Project Management. SOBA would like to
congratulate Ms. Newman on her recent accomplishments.

Ashley Newman
2017

Baby Announcements
Meet Merritt Helena Wiemers, daughter of Megan (Starnes) Wiemers, USCA
Alumni and her husband, Stephen Wiemers. Born March 1, 2022, weighing
7lb 15oz, 21 inches long. Merritt's nickname will be Mere after Megan's best
college friend and former basketball teammate, USCA Alumni, Meredith
Legg-Stapleton.
Megan is a CPA and works as an Audit Manager. Megan and her husband,
an Army Officer, currently live in Kansas.

On St. Patrick's Day, Accounting Instructor, Lindsay Griswold and her husband welcomed her third son,
Ashley Knox Griswold (“Knox”). Baby Knox weighed 6 lbs, 13 oz and measured 19 inches long. His big
brothers, Field (6) and Ollie (3), are super excited to have him home. The Griswold family are overflowing
with joy.

In Memory Of..

Michael Christian Olsen
The School of Business Administration

Michael (second from left) traveled with the 2013

sadly announces the passing of one of our
alums, Michael Christian Olsen. Michael
passed away on Wednesday, May 11,
2022. He graduated with a BSBA in
Accounting in 2014.

SOBA Study Abroad trip to London and Paris.

Read more
www.shellhousefuneralhome.com

Save the Date
Friday, October 28, 2022
2nd Annual Women in Business Luncheon

Thursday, March 2, 2023
5th Annual Aiken Business Leadership Symposium

Got News?
Do not forget to keep us posted on your life updates! We are always looking to feature alumni
accomplishments in future newsletters and on our Facebook page. Please share your news or updated
information by emailing us at the following address: sobaalumi@usca.edu.

Giving
Alumni and friends of the School of Business Administration can make a difference in our community
and our students' educational experience here at USC Aiken. After our inaugural newsletter in Fall
2021, several alumni and friends used the link below to donate to SOBA. These donations will help us
provide programs, training, and education to our business students.
Please continue giving and providing your support to the School of Business Administration by clicking
on the "Donate Now" button. Select the "USCA School of Business Administration" hyperlink and
support SOBA by providing your donation amount. We greatly appreciate all of the support from our
alumni, community, and campus family and friends.

Donate Now

USC Aiken School of Business Administration
803-641-3340

sobaalumni@usca.edu
https://www.usca.edu/soba
STAY CONNECTED
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